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The Utah Safety 
Council cares 
about your 

safety outside 
of the work 

setting. We offer 
resources that 
keep you and 

your loved ones 
safe at home, at 
play and on the 

go.   

U TA H SA F E T YCO U N C I L .O R G

Safety Fact Sheet

OUTDATED AND USED CHILD 
SAFETY SEATS
FACTS:

Child safety seats that are more than six years old should be replaced. Normal wear and tear 
may cause the seat to not work as well as it did when it was new. Also, newer seats have 
improved safety designs.

If a child safety seat that was used in a vehicle during a crash, contact the manufacturer as 
soon as possible, details of the crash will help them to determine if the seat is safe to be 
used again. Regardless of how the seat looks or how old it is, possible unseen damage may 
make the seat less effective in a second crash and cause injury to a child. The manufacturer 
is the best person to make that decision.

Just like cars and other products, a car seat may be “recalled” because of a defect which 
could injure your child.

Manufacturers are required to fix the problem free of charge. If your seat is recalled, be sure 
to get it fixed right away.

SAFE BEHAVIOR:

When you purchase a child safety seat, be sure to register it with the manufacturer so that 
you will be notified of any safety recalls. All new safety seats come with a registration card.
  
To check your safety seat for recalls, find the manufacturer’s 
name and toll-free phone number on the side of the seat. Also, 
write down the name of your specific model, and the date of 
manufacture. For some recalls, you will also need to check the 
model number, which is found on the same sticker as the date. 
If the date sticker is missing or the date is not clearly marked, 
assume that all possible recalls apply to your seat.
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http://www.youtube.com/user/utahsafetycouncil
http://twitter.com/UtahSafety
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