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Safety Fact Sheet

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT CHILD SAFETY SEATS
HOW CAN I TELL IF MY CHILD’S SEAT IS A “SAFE” ONE?

Every child safety seat made in the U.S. must be crash tested and federally approved. Be-
cause recalls are commonly made on car seats, it is vital to return the registration card when 
you purchase a seat. This way you will be notified of any recalls. If you move or need to 
check your seat, write down the manufacturer’s name, model number, and the manufacturer 
date (These should be on a sticker on the seat) and call the telephone number on the seat, 
or the Vehicle Safety Hotline 1-888-327-4236.  

WHAT IS THE BEST CHILD SAFETY SEAT?

The best child safety seat is one that fits in your car well, fits your child well, and one that is 
convenient enough that you will use it each and every time your child rides in a car. Some 
stores will actually let you try out a seat in your car before you buy it. Always request this.

WHAT IS UTAH LAW?  

•	 Utah law requires the driver and all passengers to be buckled if a seat belt is available.
•	 Utah law requires that children up until the age of eight be properly restrained in a fed-

erally approved child safety seat in a motor vehicle.
•	 You may be stopped and cited specifically for a seat belt law violation if anyone under 

19 years is unrestrained in your vehicle.
•	 The driver is responsible for unrestrained occupants in the vehicle under the age of 16.
•	 Violators will receive a warning for the first time pulled over. For those who are pulled 

over after receiving a warning, a fine of $45.00 will be issued. Those who wish to waive 
this fee, may complete a free online course provided by the Utah Safety Council. (Hy-
perlink to the course info)

https://plus.google.com/112676758431736356044/posts
http://www.facebook.com/utahsafetycouncil
http://www.youtube.com/user/utahsafetycouncil
http://twitter.com/UtahSafety
http://www.pinterest.com/source/utahsafetycouncil.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/utah-safety-council
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WHAT IS A LOCKING CLIP?

A locking clip is a device attached to the back of all 
new child safety seats and is used on the safety belt. 
It is only needed in situations where the safety belt 
is a shoulder and lap belt, with a free moving latch 
plate. You can tell this if when the child safety seat is 
buckled in the car as tight as it goes, but the belt will 
loosen when the seat is tugged on.

Check the actual safety belt and vehicle owner’s 
manual for instructions on installing a safety seat and 

read the child safety seat manufacturer’s instructions on locking clips. Locking clips must 
always be used if your safety belt system requires it; the child safety seat will fail in a crash 
without it.

REMEMBER

1.	 Secure the child safety seat with the vehicle belt as tight as possible by kneeling on the 
seat or pressing down hard while tightening the belt.

2.	 Read the complete child safety seat manufacturer instructions and automobile owner’s 
manual.

3.	 The safest seating position for your child in your vehicle is the middle of the back seat
4.	Never make an exception. Always buckle up your child and always buckle up yourself. 

The one time you don’t, may be the one time you get in a crash. No excuse will save or 
bring back your child.

https://plus.google.com/112676758431736356044/posts
http://www.facebook.com/utahsafetycouncil
http://www.youtube.com/user/utahsafetycouncil
http://twitter.com/UtahSafety
http://www.pinterest.com/source/utahsafetycouncil.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/utah-safety-council

